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Physical abuse
Action needs to be taken if staff have reason to believe that there has been a physical injury to a child, including deliberate poisoning; where there is definite knowledge, or reasonable suspicion that the injury was inflicted or knowingly not prevented. These symptoms may include bruising or injuries in an area that is not usual for a child, e.g. fleshy parts of the arms and legs, back, wrists, ankles and face.
Many children will have cuts and grazes from normal childhood injuries – these should also be logged and discussed with the nursery manager or room leader.
Children and babies may be abused physically through shaking or throwing. Other injuries may include burns or scalds. These are not usual childhood injuries and should always be logged and discussed with the nursery manager   
Procedure:
· All signs of marks/injuries to a child, when they come into nursery or occur during time at the nursery, will be recorded as soon as noticed by a staff member
· The incident will be discussed with the parent at the earliest opportunity
· Such discussions will be recorded and the parent will have access to such records
· If there appear to be any queries regarding the injury, the MASH in the local authority will be notified.

How to recognise child abuse – Signs and Symptoms 
Physical Abuse 
  Unexplained recurrent injuries or burns 
  Improbable excuses or refusal to explain injuries 
  Wearing clothes to cover injuries, even in hot weather 
  Refusal to undress for appropriate activities e.g. changing wet clothes 
  Bald patches 
  Chronic running away 
  Fear of medical help or examination 
  Self-destructive tendencies 
  Aggression towards others 
  Fear of physical contact – shrinking back if touched 
  Admitting that they are punished, but the punishment is excessive (such as a child being beaten every night to ‘make him listen’. 
  Fear of suspected abuser being contacted 
Bruising in a baby who has no independent mobility is very uncommon and it may be an indicator of physical abuse. 

image1.tiff
neﬂ
Kids




