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The legal framework for this policy is based on:
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act (2006).
Practitioners have a duty to protect and promote the welfare of children. Due to the many hours of care we are providing, staff will often be the first people to sense that there is a problem. They may well be the first people in whom children confide about abuse. The nursery has a duty to be aware that abuse does occur in our society.
This statement lays out the procedures that will be followed if we have any reason to believe that a child in our care is subject to welfare issues including physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect.
Our prime responsibility is the welfare and well-being of all children in our care. As such we believe we have a duty to the children, parents and staff to act quickly and responsibly in any instance that may come to our attention. All staff will work as part of a multi-agency team where needed in the best interests of the child.
The nursery aims to:
· Ensure that children are never placed at risk while in the charge of nursery staff
· Ensure that confidentiality is maintained at all times
· Ensure that all staff are trained to understand the safeguarding policy and procedure, are alert to identify possible signs of abuse, understand what is meant by child protection and are aware of the different ways in which children can be harmed including by other children i.e. bullying, discriminatory behaviour
· Ensure that all staff are familiar and updated regularly with child protection issues and procedures
· Ensure parents are fully aware of child protection policies and procedures when they register with the nursery and are kept informed of all updates when they occur
· Keep the child at the centre of all we do
· Regularly review and update this policy with staff and parents where appropriate.
· Ensure that all staff are trained to recognise signs of FGM.
Children will be supported by offering reassurance, comfort and sensitive interactions. Activities will be devised according to individual circumstances to enable children to develop confidence within their peer group.
Contact telephone numbers
Ofsted 03000130088
Multi-agency Screening and Safeguarding Service MASH 01204 331500
LADO (Local Authority Designated Officer). Nigel Hatten 
nigel.hatten@gloucestershire.gov.uk. 01452 42 6994
Designated Safeguarding Lead – Kiran Rai 
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