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Neglect
Action should be taken under this heading if the staff member has reason to believe that there has been persistent or severe neglect of a child (for example, by exposure to any kind of danger, including cold and starvation and failure to seek medical treatment when required on behalf of the child), which results in serious impairment of the child's health or development, including failure to thrive.
Signs may include a child persistently arriving at nursery unwashed or unkempt, wearing clothes that are too small (especially shoes that may restrict the child’s growth or hurt them), arriving at nursery in the same nappy they went home in or a child having an illness that is not being addressed by the parent. A child may also be persistently hungry if a parent is withholding food or not providing enough for a child’s needs.
Neglect may also be shown through emotional signs, e.g. a child may not be receiving the attention they need at home and may crave love and support at nursery. They may be clingy and emotional. In addition, neglect may occur through pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse.
 
Procedure:
· The concern will be discussed with the parent
· Such discussions will be recorded and the parent will have access to such records
· An Early Help Assessment may need to be completed
· If there appear to be any queries regarding the circumstances the LADO in the local authority will be notified.
 
Indicators of child abuse
· Failure to thrive and meet developmental milestones
· Fearful or withdrawn tendencies
· Aggressive behaviour
· Unexplained injuries to a child or conflicting reports from parents or staff
· Repeated injuries
· Unaddressed illnesses or injuries.
 




How to recognise child abuse – Signs and Symptoms 
·  Constant hunger 
·   Poor personal hygiene 
·   Constant tiredness 
·   Poor state of clothing 
·   Emaciation 
·   Untreated medical problems 
·   No social relationships 
·   Compulsive scavenging 
·   Destructive tendencies 
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